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Introduction

� Screening should be the first phase of any HIA

� Similarly to HIA, screening can be undertaken at varying levels 
(Taylor et al, 2003):

� Systematic screening involves subjecting all the proposals within a given 
area to a screening process, to establish the need to subject a whole 
package of proposals to full HIA. 

� Alternatively, proposals can be subjected to more in-depth screening
which considers the likely positive and negative impacts in greater detail.

� Systematic screenings can:

� Give an idea of the main determinants of health affected by a government 
(or specific departments),

� As well as the “prevalence” of policies which should undergo a complete 
HIA
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Introduction

� The Basque Country is working on a new Public Health Law, where 
HIA will play an important role. Screening has been established as a 
basic stage to introduce HIA in the policy-making process.

� Even if several screening tools already exist, no specific tools have 
been designed for the regional or the national level policies in the 
Spanish context.

� Interesting examples of these systematic screenings:

� Sweden: Screening of Swedish Governmental inquiries (10 ministries)

� The Netherlands: screening of parliamentary documents, national budget and 
other ministerial documents.
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Objective

� In the context of a project to design and validate a locally-
tailored (systematic) screening tool for regional policies in 
the Basque Country, 

� the objective of the presentation is to describe the results 
of the systematic screening of 3 Basque Government 
Departments (Social welfare, Housing, and Employment & 
Transports), in terms of:

� determinants of health (structural & intermediate) which 
were mainly affected, 

� and the sense/direction of the impacts (positive, 
negative or unknown)
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Methods
� A screening tool was designed according to the CSDH of the WHO 

� The policies of the 3 Basque Governmental Departments (social welfare, 
housing, and employment & transports) were collected and classified 
according to different criteria

� We selected 14 heterogeneous policies and screened them, with the help 
of the corresponding non-health sector officials
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Results: distribution of determinants of health affected by 

screened policies
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Results: main determinants of health

affected by screened policies

Social values
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Psychosocial factors
14%

Health related 
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conditions
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Social inequalities
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Structural determinants Intermediate determinants

Social
values

Factors related to
social inequalities

Material & living
conditions

Psychosocial
factors

Health related 
behaviours

Housing Plan 19,0 23,8 38,1 14,3 4,8

Operational procedure for heat 
waves and extreme 
temperatures 27,3 36,4 36,4 0,0 0,0

Creation of the Ombudsman for 
Children and Adolescents 
Office in the BC 12,0 32,0 24,0 16,0 16,0

Basic rule on rights and duties of 
immigrants living in the BC 12,9 25,8 38,7 12,9 9,7

Law to support families 11,1 22,2 37,0 14,8 14,8

Economic support for organizations 
and social movements to 
promote peace and human 
rights in the BC 4,0 32,0 20,0 20,0 24,0

Economic support to regenerate 
disadvantaged areas 16,7 16,7 41,7 25,0 0,0

2nd Plan to promote participation of 
the gypsies in the BC 7,4 7,4 51,9 18,5 14,8

Economic support for training and 
advice to promote business 
initiatives 19,0 23,8 33,3 23,8 0,0

Economic support for training in 
social market economy 26,7 26,7 40,0 6,7 0,0

Interinstitutional Plan for social 
inclusion (2007-2009) 12,9 19,4 41,9 16,1 9,7

Transport Plan for the BC 14,8 7,4 63,0 0,0 14,8

Economic support for municipalities 
to install elevators or others in 
urban areas 5,0 20,0 60,0 10,0 5,0

5th Plan to prevent drug
dependency (2004-2008) 9,1 18,2 36,4 15,2 21,2



Positive
Unknown or potentially 
negative

Structural determinants Intermediate determinants

Social values Factors related to 
social inequalities

Material & living 
conditions

Psychosocial 
factors

Health related 
behaviours

Housing Plan

Operational procedure for heat 
waves and extreme temperatures

Creation of the Ombudsman for 
Children and Adolescents Office
in the BC

Basic rule on rights and duties of 
immigrants living in the BC

Law to support families

Economic support for organizations 
and social movements to promote 
peace and human rights in the BC

Economic support to regenerate 
disadvantaged areas

2nd Plan to promote participation of 
the gypsies in the BC

Economic support for training and 
advice to promote business 
initiatives

Economic support for training in 
social market economy

Interinstitutional Plan for social 
inclusion (2007-2009)

Transport Plan for the BC

Economic support for municipalities 
to install elevators or others in 
urban areas

5th Plan to prevent drug
dependency (2004-2008)
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Conclusions

� The great majority of impacts were positive (95%), and 18 
unknown/unclear impacts. 

� Most of them (41%) were directed towards material factors & 
living conditions.

� This screening process permitted to give recommendations to 
policy-makers of each intervention=> this tool was useful as a 
rapid HIA tool

� The criteria to decide whether a complete HIA was needed:

� the identification of unknown impacts and 

� the importance of the intervention (normative/strategic) 

=> over one third of the interventions were recommended to 
undergo a complete HIA
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Conclusions

� The most important unknown determinants were those 
related with structural determinants (geographical setting 
and disability), and material factors (access to services).

Limitations

� Difficulties were found to identify health related behaviours
since the interventions were regional-level, dealing mainly 
with structural determinants and living conditions.

� Many interventions had not the sufficient specification to do 
the screening properly

� The screened policies are not representative of the whole 
Basque Government, but give an idea of the type of policies 
to be potentially subjected to rapid HIAs and complete HIAs
when systematic screening is institutionalized. 
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Thanks!!
abacigalupe@ej-gv.es


