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Background to the capacity building project: strategic 
environmental assessment & health 

  influence of policies, plan and programs on health 
  great potential for prevention and health promotion  get 

involved in other sectors already at the decision-making level 
  opportunities to get health in other sectors decision-making 

processes:  
  Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of plans of 

certain programs on the environment – EU SEA Directive 
  Protocol on SEA to the Convention on EIA on a Transboundary 

Context – UNECE SEA Protocol, Kiev 2003  
  European Ministerial Conferences on Environment and Health 

(Budapest 2004, Parma 2010) 
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WHO/Europe involvement in SEA  

  Involved in the development of UNECE SEA Protocol & health 
annex of the SEA Manual 

  Budapest Declaration, 2004 & Parma Declaration 2010 
  Commitment to taking significant health effects into account in the 

assessment of strategic proposals under the Protocol.  
  To use health, environment and strategic IAs to integrate the needs of 

children into the planning and design of settlements, housing, health care 
institutions, mobility plans and transport infrastructure. 

  Review of 8 SEA case studies and the consideration of health 
aspects within EU Directive based SEAs (Fischer, 2009)  

  Expert consultation meeting,2009 (Nowacki, Martuzzi & Fischer 2010) 
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Key conclusions from the expert meeting and the 
reviews 

  Progress has been made on including health in SEA and other forms of IA, but 
health still does not get the attention it deserves. 

  Health experts are seldom involved in SEAs. 
  Health related factors are considered in EU SEA Directive based SEA:  

  Important physical and natural aspects that are related to health are covered,   
  Social and behavioural aspects are only seldom covered to a meaningful extend; 

  Need of integration of environment, health and other relevant data; 
  Need of a meaningful consultation with stakeholders; 
  Need of a health inclusive assessment framework to facilitate the more 

consistent consideration of health aspects; 
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Health determinants considered in SEA guidelines (by 
number of SEA guidelines) 

(Nowacki, Fehr, 2011) 
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SEA guidelines mentioning specific sectors or policy 
fields (by number of SEA guidelines) 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 

Public sector reforms / decentralisation 
Poverty reduction strategies 
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Employment / buisiness development 
Education 
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Industry 
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Agriculture, fishery, forestry, wild life, 

(Nowacki, Fehr, 2011) 
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Key conclusions from the expert meeting and the 
reviews (2) 

  Need of a more extensive contribution of health professionals to 
health inclusive SEA 
  Health experts need to be involved already at the scoping stage; 
  Need to raise more awareness in both, health sector and environment 

sector; 
  Lack of knowledge within the planning profession of the wider concept of 

health determinants is matched by a lack of planning knowledge within the 
health professionals; 

  Health sector needs to recognize the full potential to promote health, and 
the value of instruments such as SEA;  

  Environmental sector needs to recognize the added value of meaningful 
inclusion of health. 



Nowacki  & Martuzzi, Health in impact assessment –  developing a concept for capacity building,  
HIA international Conference 13-15 April 2011, Granada 

8 

Capacity Building in Environment and Health (CBEH) – 
Project Overview 

  Project name: Strengthening and mainstreaming professional 
capacity and expertise in EH in the European Region  

  Co-funded by the European Commission / DG Sanco 
  Project time: 2010-2012, 30 Month 
  Participating countries: Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, (Poland,) Slovakia, Slovenia 
  Overall objective:  

  To strengthen in-country capacity to deal with EH issues in central and 
eastern EU Member States through mainstreaming training and building 
significant capacity in EH among key stakeholders  

  Main activity:  
  training course of 5 days for key public health and other relevant 

professionals in EH 
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CBEH common areas of concern in environment 
& health 

  a lack of intersectoral collaboration, even though often formally requested in 
laws and regulations; 

  implementation and evaluation of risk assessment methodology (quantitative 
and qualitative), HIA and health in environmental assessments (EIA/SEA) - as 
often requested by laws and regulations; 

  water quality, especially in rural areas; 

  air quality problems in larger cities, and growing population of ragweed 
(Ambrosia), e.g. in Hungary, Slovakia; 

  pollution prevention strategies, treatment of hazardous waste, i.e. in relation to 
former military bases, medical hazardous waste, industrial waste/chemicals, 
sewage treatment; and 

  potential adverse health effects of the energy sector and extraction industry 
on environment and health (windfarms, oil shale, old quarries). 
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CBEH capacity needs in environment and health 

  how to use existing data for EH interpretation:  
  linking environmental data with health effects; 

  linking this data further with socio-economic data; 

  risk assessment methodology, e.g. for small area geographical 
assessments; 

  integrating health issues better in environmental assessments like 
EIA and SEA (training programs, trainers, methodologies, 
guidelines); 

  policy analysis, tools and methods for priority settings; 

  risk communication and interaction with stakeholders; and 

  biomonitoring. 
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Health in impact assessments in participating 
countries 

 Environmental protection acts require EIA and SEA 
according to EU Directives 

  In some countries public health authorities have to 
perform HIA as it is obligatory and part of public health 
law, but knowledge on EIA/SEA of other sectors is 
limited 

 Often HIA is performed only on very limited capacity.  

 One aim of CBEH training event: to enhance capacity on 
health in IA within the health and the environment 
sectors 
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Capacity building concept for health in IA 

  Aim is to further the knowledge of participants on  
  the conception of / view of the environment sector on health; 
  the conception of / view of the health sector on environmental health;  
  how health and environment issues can be addressed within their areas of 

work; 
  how further training needs in health and environment can be addressed in 

their countries.  

  4 Modules  
  Policy Framework and introduction  
  Key lectures on current hot topics and state of the art  
  Health in impact assessment based on case studies 
  Train the trainers  
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CBEH – outline main training event 

45’ slots Day 1 – Policy Framework Day 2 – Day 4 Health in impact assessment Day 5 Train the Trainers 
1 (08:30 
– 09:15) 

Key 4, Integrated 
assessment 

Key 5, climate change 
Case study 3, 
- EURO activities 

Key 7, Contaminated sites 
Case study 4 
- EURO activities 

Key 8, emerging issues 
(e.g. Nanotech) 
Case study 5 
- EURO activities 

2 (09:15 
– 10:00) 

Welcome & Intro: EH in Europe 
Key 1, Global EH: evidence, 
scientific outlook etc 

Key 4, (cont.)   Key 5, (cont.) Key 7, (cont.) Key 8, (cont.) 

3 (10:30 
– 11:45) 

CBEH Project, capacity needs 
assessment 
- EH in EU 
- Objectives of workshop 

IA Case Studies:  
1. Contaminated sites / 

Waste 
2. Energy Industry (Wind 

farms, Oil Shale, Power 
plants) 

3. Mining Industry or Water 

IA Case Studies (Cont.) 
e.g. risk assessment 

methodologies  

IA Case Studies (Cont.) 
e.g. enhancement, 
mitigation and monitoring 
of environment and health 
impacts;  

Train the trainers 

4 (11:45 
– 12:30) 

Key 2, air quality,  
- Case study 1 
- EURO activities 

e.g. Screening e.g. data collection… e.g. reporting  Train the trainers 
(cont.) 

5 (14:00 
– 14:45) 

Key 3, EH inequalities  
- Case study 2 
- EURO activities 

e.g. Scoping e.g. small area 
assessments 

Preparation Case Study 
presentations 

Train the trainers 
(cont.) 

6 (14:45 
– 15:30) 

- ECE 
- EEA 
- HEAL 

e.g. Alternative 
assessment  

e.g. prediction and 
causal pathways   

Presentation of IA Case 
Study 1 results - Public 
hearing (role play) 

Train the trainers 
(cont.) 

7 (16:00 
– 16:45) 

Intro IA: HIA, EIA & SEA e.g. working with EH 
authorities 

Key 6, Risk  
communication and 
communicating 
uncertainties  

Presentation of IA Case 
Study 2 results – e.g. 
Public hearing (role play) 

Round up 

8 (16:45 
– 17:30) 

Intro to HIA case studies; plans 
for next days 

e.g. working with 
stakeholders 

Key 6, (cont.) Presentation of IA Case 
Study 3 results – e.g. 
Public hearing (role play)  
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Thank you for your attention!  

Contact 
Julia Nowacki 
Technical Officer  
Environmental risk assessment and management 

World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe 
European Centre for Environment and Health 
Via Francesco Crispi 10 - 00187 Rome - Italy  

email:  jno@ecr.euro.who.int  
tel:  +39 06 4877 564  
fax:  +39 06 4877 599 


